
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
[image: ]
image1.jpeg
Use light o signal,
52k fo others this way.
Also warns predators,
No fasty meal today.

Synchronize their flashing,
Somelimes seen.

Colors may be different,
ellow, orange, or green.
Fireflies are nocturnal,
Hiding all day.

Prefer domp places,

Stay cool and moist that way.

Fireflies have four stages,

Egg, larva, pupa, and adulf.
Lorvae are called glow worms,
They crawl and shine at night.
Some lay hundreds of eggs,
Others only a few,

Haich into larvae,

Eat plants and small bugs too.

Hibernate in winter,

Keep worm not Freeze,
Some buirow in fhe ground,
Ofhers in the bark of frees.
Fireflies are declining,
Fewer and fewer each year.
Due fo light pollution,

And habitats that disappear.

8. What’s That
Buzzing?

Bumblebees are helph,

Pollinate plants and crops.

This is true of flowers in bloom,

Without them new growth stops.

Coats are black and yellow,

Sody covered with heir.

While they're out, gathering nectar,

Pollen siicks everywhere.

‘What's that buzzing sound [ hear?
Tuned fo Middle "C."

Moving about from plant to plant,
A foraging bumblebee.

They leave behind a scent mark,
Telling others nectar is gone.

Because o this, they keep busy,

And not waste a lot of fime.
Bumblebees have two stomachs,
One stores nectar they've found.
When they're full, they fly to the hive,
Drop off and turn right around.

There are three In the family,
Queen, workers, and males.

All have to work together,

If not, the hive would fail.

Some threatened with extinction,
Due to humans it troe.
Pesticides use and habitat loss,
Pollution to name a few.

Bumblebees aren't aggressive,
Won't bother you or me.

IF threatened, they buzz loudly,
Defend their nest if need be.
Bumblebees use their buzzing,
Helps to shake pollen free.

One of a few that's able to,

1ts good for both plants and bees.

9. Monarch Magic
Monarchs are butterflies, seen in the spring.
Orange and black you can spo, their coloring
Found in fields and marshes,

Near roads along your woy.

Monarchs are fussy,

Where they lay their eggs.

Only on milkweed plants, under leaf blades.
Hatch info larvae, feed on plants for weeks.
Become caterpillars something quite unique.

When fully grown, aftach upside down.
A change begins.

Green chrysalis hangs free for all o see.
For ten days carefully.

Something amazing happens in plain view.
A grown adult wiggles out,
Metamorphosis is through.

Wings spread out fo dry, soon fly away.

Adults feed on milkweeds,

And lowers on display.

They are pollinators,

Gather nectar through the day.

Monarchs don't like winter,

South is where they go.

To Florida or Mexico return after the snow.

One might believe they'd make a tasty treat.
Don'tyou agres?

But predators don't eat them,

They're polsonous you see

This protects them naturally.

10. Twinkie D. Possum

There is a small opossum,

That was injured by a crow.

Akind person rescued her,

Gave care and watched her grow.
One day she found some snack cakes,
And ate them one by one.

And so they named her "Twinkie, "
Let's learn and have some fun.

Twinkie oh Twinkie you're so
misunderstood.

Let's change how people view you
1 rectly think we could.

Opossums are grey and furry,
Size of a lorge house cat
Some think they're sfrange,
And look like a giant rat
Have large hairless ears,




image2.jpeg
And hear better than most.
Long pink fail behind,
Can grab at something close.

They hiss or growl when frightened,
But are usually gentle and shy.

Like fo avoid fighting,

Play dead 'l threat passes by.
Opossums are marsupials,

Have a pouch like a kangaroo.
Used for carrying their babies,

For a month or two.

Opossums are omnivores,
Eat young plants and fruit.

Insects, snails, and worms,

Fifty sharp teeth, to chew.

Have thumbs on their back feet,
That looks like a small child’s hand.
This helps them with climbing,

And grobbing things on land.

They are usually nocturnal,

Find them in the dark.

Searching for food 1o eat,

In the woods, back yard or park,
Opossums are good climbers,
Some in frees up high.

Most prefer the ground,

In abandoned dens nearby.

11. I’'m Not Sure
They Are Here...

I've never seen a beaver,
I'm not sure they are here.
Al see is a house of sficks,
And trees that disappear.

Abeaver is a rodent, like chipmunks,

Squirrels, and moles.

They have a pair of large front feeth,
And daws for digging holes.
Beavers use their feeth for gnawing,
Trees in sight.

Their teeth don't stop growing,
Won't wear down as they bite.

They are vegetarians; eat tree bark,
Twigs, and leaves.

Also like water plants,

Cattails and llies please.

The beaver is a builder,

Earth shaper if you will.

Their houses are called lodges,
Places where they dwell.

Using sticks, mud, and rocks,
They make a cozy mound.
Found in streams or rivers,
With water all around.

Some build a bank lodge,

IF current is too fast.

Keeps them safe and warm,
And near where food is stashed.

Beavers don't hibernate,

Less active when it's cold,

Stay inside keeping warm,
Along with their household.
When they're good and hungry,
They dive 1o the river floor.

Eat branches, twigs, and shrubs,
Collected months before.

(Additional verses appear
i the available songhook )

12. Don’t Need No

Stinkin’ Camouflage!

1 o't need no stnkin' comouflage,
No one bothers me.

My scent warns others stay away,
One whiff and they all flee.

Long black fur and a bushy tail,
White above my nose,

Two white lines run down my back,
Quite handsome, and it shows.
Lhave webbed toes all around,

Can dig with my front claws,
Feet in back don't help me much,
Can't jump o dlimb at .

Not too big with stubby legs,

You could call me slow.

1 can't outrun my predators,

Use scent glands like a pro.

These two glands, look like grapes,
Shoot a foul smelling spray:

Can hit a ten foot target,

Smart animals stay away.

| can live most anywhere,

In a field, woods, or park.

You might see me in your back yard,
Searching in the dark.

I like fo eat small mammals,

Insects | can't ignore.

Also munch on grass and grains,
You see, I'm an omnivore.

Somefimes | dig a burrow,

Up fo twenly feet deep.

Prefer a fox to do the work,

Use their old dens fo sleep.

IPs rare to see me in winter,

Don't hibernate like others do.
Huddle together keeps us warm,
Come out when the sun peeks through




